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THE FUTURE WITHOUT ILLUSIONS
In recent years the world witnessed one disaster after
another. Droughts, floods, devastating cyclones and
earthquakes have followed each other in steady succes-
sion. Thousands lost their lives by dreadful accidents on
land, sea and in the air; while millions more are starving
to death, many nations are bankrupt, unable to repay their
debts. Wars, national uprisings, population explosion
and the continual destruction of nature causes mankind
to look fearfully into the future.

Many of these events are clearly prophesied in the
Bible. (Matt 24:4-31; Luke 21:25-28; Rev 6:12-17; 16;
17; 18). God always has warned the world of coming
judgments, which were the results of their ungodlness.
(Isa 24:5-20; 46:9-10; Am 3:7; Rev 1:1).
LESSONS FROM THE PAST

For example, God told Noah of the coming flood, Abra-
ham and Lot of the future destruction of the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah and Moses of the plagues of
Egypt.

These events were recorded for us today as a warning to
help us understand clearly that all prophecies recorded
in the Bible have met their fulfillment and will come to
pass in the future (1Corinthians 10:6-12; 2Peter 2:5-9;
Hebrews 4:11).

Therefore, we find God’s urgent warning message to the
last generation, represented by

THE MESSAGE OF
THE THREE ANGELS

which we find in Revelation, chapter 14, written by John
the Revelator. This is the last call which God is making
to all people before the second coming of Jesus Christ
as King and Judge.

It contains the most serious warning of coming judg-
ments to be found in scripture:

1.,,... Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of
his judgment is come: and worship him that made heav-
en, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

2.,,... Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because
she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of
her fornication.

3. ,,... If any man worship the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which
is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indigna-
tion; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone
in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of
the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up
for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night,
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever
receiveth the mark of his name.“ Comp. Rev 14:6-11.

This warning is of vital importance to every person! But
how can we avoid worshipping the Beast and its Image
or receiving its Mark if we don’t know who or what the
Beast and its Image is? The lack of knowledge in this area
has fatal consequences. ,, My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge. “ Hos 4:6 (compare Isaiah 29:13-14).
However, God has promised understanding to the upright
(Prov 2:1-7; Dan 12:4,10; Matt 7:7-8).

,,As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his
way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways: for
why will ye die, O house of Israel? “ Eze 33:11 (compare
2Pet 3:10-11; Mal 3:18; 4:1,2).

What is the meaning of that Beast with that

unique Mark?
Before we discuss the Beast itself we must understand
the historical background preceding the Beast. The best
place to begin is in the book of Daniel, which deals
greatly with prophecy, from the 6th century BC down
to the end of time.
The interpretation of the symbols used in Bible proph-
ecy has not been left to human guesswork. Prophecy is
history written in advance. The Bible
itself gives us the key of understand-
ing (2Pet 1:20).
In Daniel 2:27-45 the body parts of a
statue symbolize the exact succession of the great
world empires from Babylon on until modern-day
Europe. In parallel to Daniel 2 in chapter 7 theses empires
and their characteristics are each
represented as ,,beasts®.
,, These great beasts are
Sfour kings... The fourth beast
shall be the fourth kingdom
upon earth...” Dan 7:17.23.
In Dan 7:3 it is said: ,, And
four great beasts came up
from the sea...”. ,,Sea® or
»Water® represents in bi-
ble prophecy ,,peoples and
multitudes and nations and
tongues. Rev 17:15 (com-
pare Isa 8:7).

THE LION
., The first was like a lion..." Dan 7:4 (compare Dan
2:37,38). This refers to the Babylonian
N world empire (608-538 BC), which
S @; reigned supreme during Daniel’s time. In
AL

the Pergamon Museum of Berlin you can

s e 5 still admire the winged lion as a historical
?f@'—} = witness of that period of time.
THE BEAR

\,And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and
- it raised up itself on one side, and it had three
ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of
it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour

much flesh.” Dan 7:5. This beast has the
% same meaning as the breast and arms of
silver in Dan 2:32,39. It represents the
power of the two empires of Media and Persia (538-
331 BC), who replaced the Babylonian empire. It was
a dual monarchy with the Medes ruling first, then later
the Persians. The two arms and the bear raising itself
up on one side emphasizes this aspect of prophecy. The
one part would be stronger than the other. The three ribs
represented the nations of Babylon, Lydia and Egypt that
were conquered by Medo-Persia.

THE LEOPARD

,After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard,
which had upon the back of it four
© wings of a fowl; the beast had also four
heads; and dominion was given to it.
Dan 7:6. This beast also finds its coun-
terpart in Dan 2:32,39. It was the Grecian
12> empire (331-168 BC), Alexander the
Great which overthrew the Persians, and

when he died his kingdom was divided into four parts
(kingdoms of the Diadochi), as symbolized by the four
heads (Macedonia, Thrace, Syria and Egypt).

THE FOURTH BEAST

 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong
~ exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth:
it devoured and brake in pieces, and
stamped the residue with the feet of it:
and it was diverse from all the beasts that
were before it; and it had ten horns. "
¢ Dan 7:7. Again we find this beast in
~% Dan 2:33,40,41. The fourth empire that
followed the Grecian empire was the Roman Empire
(168 BC - 476 AD). It was so very different from all the
other beasts that Daniel saw in vision that he was unable
to describe it. The ,,fen horns“ in Dan 7:24 represent
., ten kings that shall arise out of this kingdom . It is a
historical fact that the Roman Empire fell in 476 AD and
in its place ten new kingdoms came up which are the ten
germanic tribes that make up today’s European states.
Parallel to Dan 7:7 we find that in Dan 2:42-44 these were
symbolized by the ten toes. These were the following
tribes: 1. Alemanni (Germany), 2. Franks (France), 3.
Anglo-Saxons (Great Britain), 4. Burgundians (Swit-
zerland), 5. Visigoths (Spain), 6. Suevi (Portugal), 7.
Lombards (Italy); 8. Heruli, 9. Vandals, 10. Ostrogoths.

THE LITTLE HORN |
., I considered the horns, and, behold,
there came up among them another
little horn, before whom there were
three of the first horns plucked up
by the roots: and, behold, in this
horn were eyes like the eyes of

thmgs ‘Dan 7:8.
The Various Identification Marks:

1. It came up among the ten horns (kingdoms), and
three of the original ten horns were uprooted in its rise
to power.

2. In Dan 7:24 it is reported: The little horn shall rise
after the 10 horns.

There is only one power in all history that fits this
description. In Rome itself in the very center of the
fractured empire there arose after 476 AD the Papacy,
the one-man government of the Catholic Church. In its
rise to power three of the Gothic tribes, (the Heruli, the
Vandals and the Ostrogoths), ,, were plucked up... before
him “. By the decree of the east Roman emperor Justinian
(Codex Justinianus) in 533 AD the Roman bishop was
installed as the head of all Christian churches. When the
last of the three Arian tribes (the Ostrogoths) resisted this
decree in 538 AD they were conquered and chased out of
Rome by the imperial general Belisarius. This was also
the time that papal Rome fully established its political
power for a prophesied period (see later explanation).
3. In Dan 7:25 it says that he
L, Will wear out the saints of the
most High*, which is referring
to the great persecution of the
Christians. No reader of history
will deny that this statement, too,
found its fulfillment in the papacy.
The dreadful persecutions of the
Dark Ages (the inquisition, the
burning of heretics, the crusades)
are well known and have indeed
blackened the pages of history.













